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Dear friends,

The first decade of its activity placed Scholion firmly at the
forefront of interdisciplinary research in Jewish studies. The
second decade maintains that focus on Jewish studies but has
also seen the expansion of Scholion’s mission so as to include
the full range of scholarship in the humanities.

We are proud to be the Hebrew University's partner in

this outstanding project, which maintains high standards

of scholarship and makes a profound contribution to the

preparation of scholars and scholarship of the next generation.

My congratulations and best wishes to the finalists in this now
famous intellectual “marathon’.

Morton L. Mandel
Chairman of the Board
Mandel Foundation
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About the Center

Scholion
| Interdisciplinary Research Center
in the Humanities and Jewish Studies

The Scholion Center was founded in 2002, on the initiative of the former president
of the Hebrew University, Prof. Menachem Magidor, and with the generous support
of the Mandel Foundation. Its original aim was to encourage interdisciplinary
research paths that will place Jewish studies at the heart of cultural discourse in
Israel and abroad and also secure the Hebrew University's position as the leading
institution in the field; with the beginning of its second decade its mandate was
expanded to the full gamut of the humanities. We aspire to create a new kind of
academic community — one that is multi-aged, interdisciplinary, lively and vibrant,
and which fosters productive and friendly discourse.

Scholion Academic Committee 2013/2014

Ex officio:

Prof. Menahem Ben-Sasson —
President of the Hebrew University
Prof. Asher Cohen - Rector of the
Hebrew University

Prof. Reuven Amitai — Dean of the
Faculty of Humanities

Prof. Israel Yuval - Academic head
of the Jack, Joseph, and Morton
Mandel School for Advanced
Studies in the Humanities

Prof. Oded Irshai — Academic head of
Mandel Institute of Jewish Studies

Prof. Daniel R. Schwartz — Academic
head of Scholion

Members of Hebrew University’s
Faculty of Humanities:

Prof. Anna Belfer-Cohen
(archaeology)

Prof. Carl Posy (philosophy)

Prof. Malka Rappaport Hovav
(linguistics)

Prof. David Shulman (Indology)
Prof. Edwin Seroussi (musicology)
Prof. Yfaat Weiss (history)

Members from other institutions:
Prof. Peter Miller - Bard College,
New York

Prof. Judith Olszowy-Schlanger -

Ecole pratique des hautes études,
Sorbonne




Aaron Tugendhaft Babel-Bible-Baal

Aaron Tugendhaft
completed his doctorate
in Bible and Ancient
Near Eastern Studies

at New York University.
Previously he studied

in the Committee on
Social Thought at the
University of Chicago, as
well as at the Sorbonne
and at the Hebrew
University. In March
2013, he received the
Jonas Greenfield Prize for
Younger Semitists from
the American Oriental
Society. Currently he is

a postdoctoral fellow at
the University of Munich,
where he teaches in its
Institute of Assyriology
and Hittitology. His
research proposal for
Scholion focuses upon
the relationship between
myth and political
thought by studying
Ugaritic poetry within its
Late Bronze Age political
context.

The initial discovery and decipherment of Babylonian
literature led, by the beginning of the 20th century,
to intense debates about the relationship between
the religion and culture of ancient Babylonia and that
of ancient Israel as represented in the Bible. This issue
came to a head when the foremost Assyriologist of
the day, Friedrich Delitzsch, delivered his first “Babel
und Bibel”lecture before the German Kaiser in 1902.
Delitzsch's argument that much in the Bible was
derivative of Babylonian traditions created a popular
uproar, even if many scholars were already taking the
point for granted. The discovery and decipherment
in the 1930s of the Baal myth from ancient Ugarit
introduced a new element into the debate, for now
the origins of Israel’s ideas could be pegged on a
"Canaanite”background rather than a Babylonian
one. And yet, in decisive ways nothing changed with
the discovery of Ugarit, since the focus of discussion
remained on the question of origins and the
trajectory of influence. By tracing the historiography
of this problem from Delitzsch's day to our own, my
lecture will elucidate the scholarly and theological
assumptions that have undergirded study of the
relationship between biblical monotheism and the
mythological literature of the ancient Near East.

Shai Gordin

Shai Gordin studied
Archaeology and Ancient
Near Eastern Studies at
Tel-Aviv University. His
doctoral dissertation

at the Free University

of Berlin discussed the
scribal circles and their
cuneiform writing habits
in Late Bronze Age
Anatolia. He has taught
at the Universities of
Tel-Aviv and Haifa and is
currently a postdoctoral
fellow at the Catholic
University of Leuven.
His research proposal
for Scholion builds on
his current research

to analyze patterns of
interaction, integration,
and displacement
between foreigners, such
as Judeans, Iranians, and
Egyptians, and the local
urban Babylonian elite,
as reflected in Akkadian
documents in two
Neo-Babylonian private
archives from Nippur
(Muradu) and Babylon
(Egibi).

From the Black Sea to the
Banks of the Chebar:
Community Boundaries
in the Ancient Near East

The challenge of identifying the “foreigner” or the “other”
in ancient records has long been recognized in socio-
historical and anthropological debates. Apart from a
shared set of social, religious, and cultural affinities, “we”
inherently define ourselves in contrast to a constructed
or actual“they” This strengthens social and political
bonds within affiliated groups but also creates rigid
community boundaries. One problematic aspect
remains the relationship between community borders
and the ability of a foreign community to endure in

the face of assimilation. For example, two rather closed,
conservative communities, like the Babylonian urban
elite and the Judean exiles of the first millennium BCE,
or two more receptive and flexible communities, like
the Hittites and Luwians of Anatolia in the second
millennium BCE, survived major upheavals of their
time very differently. One way to analyze this issue is by
looking at the different degrees of social integration of
foreign entities within certain communities, using tools
of social network analysis (SNA) on the micro-level, such
as intensity, proximity, and type of relations.

My lecture will probe textual evidence from the second
and first millennia BCE to sketch the variety of explicit
Akkadian terms for degrees of foreignness, ranging
semantically from “outsider” (ahd) to "enemy” (nakru),
and from “non-resident” (lassd) to “resident alien” (ubaru).
The second part treats examples of name-giving,

social mobility, writing habits, and marriage customs

in the social circles (“Ego-networks”) of two known
foreigners—one in the Hittite state archives (16th—12th
centuries BCE) and the other in one of the largest private
archives in Babylonia, that of the Murast family from
Nippur (late 5th century BCE).



Eshbal Ratzon

Eshbal Ratzon studied
Physics and in the
Multidisciplinary Program
in the Humanities (with a
focus on Judaic studies)
at Tel-Aviv University. Her
doctoral dissertation,
“The Conception of the
Universe in the Book of
Enoch,"was approved

by Tel-Aviv University in
2012. Currently sheis a
Fulbright Postdoctoral
Fellow in the Department
of Religion at Princeton
University. Her Scholion
research proposal focuses
on ancient Jewish
cosmology in other
Jewish sources of the
Second Temple period.

The Triennial Cycle in

the Aramaic Scrolls of
the Astronomical Book of
Enoch

Calendaric disputes were among the controversies
that divided Jewish sects of the Second Temple
period. That the Qumran sect accepted a 364-day year
is shown by the Astronomical Book of Enoch (AB),
which is preserved in fragmentary Aramaic scrolls of
the third century BCE, from Qumran, and in a Ge'ez
translation that is included in the Ethiopic biblical
canon. While some scholars infer, from the combined
evidence of the scrolls and the Ethiopic manuscripts,

a triennial cycle that harmonized a 354-day lunar year
with a 364-day solar year by intercalating an additional
month every three years, others think those scrolls

are too fragmentary to support such a reconstruction;
rather, on the basis of the Ethiopic version they argue
that the 364-day year was not a solar year, but an ideal
year. The latter view sees in Ch. 80 of the Ethiopic text
an explanation for the incompatibility between the
364-day year and the observed courses of the sun and
moon as a result of human transgression, and finds the
triennial cycle in usage only in later scrolls.

However, the Ethiopic manuscripts are very late

and differ significantly from the Aramaic text. This
lecture argues that a proper understanding of the
cosmological and astronomical background of AB's
description of the moon’s passage through heavenly
gates can allow us to reconstruct the entire calendar
from the sparse data we have in Aramaic. This
reconstruction confirms the preliminary hypothesis
that a triennial cycle was already in use by the third
century BCE, and shows that the description of the
moon's motion in some Aramaic fragments actually fits
reality more closely than does the Ethiopic version.

Jonathan Stavsky

Jonathan Stavsky
completed a BAin
Comparative Literature
and the Amirim Honors
Program at Hebrew
University and went on to
do his graduate work in

its Department of English.
His dissertation, submitted
in the summer of 2013,
followed the development
and reception of stories of
righteous women on trial
from late antiquity down to
fifteenth-century England.
He is now a Fulbright
Postdoctoral Fellow at the
University of Pennsylvania.
His future research will
examine the complex of
arguments used by the
Church Fathers to define
the biblical text and the
community of readers it
brings together in contrast
to pagan or apocryphal
"fables”and those who tell
them. It will then analyze
medieval conceptions

of literary and historical
writing in light of these
categories in order better
to understand how authors
of various backgrounds
related to Scripture.

The Uncertain Genre of
the Griselda Story and Its
Biblical Precedent

"If anyone should ask me whether these things are
true—whether | have written a history or a fable—|
will reply with this saying from Sallust: ‘Faithfulness
must lie in the hands of the author, that is, my
Giovanni!"With these words the fourteenth-century
author Francis Petrarch concludes his preface to

the Historia Griseldis, his Latin translation of the last
tale from Boccaccio's Decameron and one of the

first products of Italian humanism to have achieved
the status of a modern classic north of the Alps. The
terminology used by Petrarch to characterize its genre
is purposely ambiguous: its goal is to raise questions
rather than to give answers. My talk will explore the
moral, political, and textual implications of the various
possibilities he suggests. To do so, | will relate them to
an analogous problem that was a continual source of
disconcertion for Christian readers of the Bible during
late antiquity and the Middle Ages: the canonical
status of the story of Susanna and the Elders from the
Additions to the Book of Daniel. Exegetes from Jerome
to Denis the Carthusian and beyond employed terms
remarkably similar to Petrarch’s when debating this
issue. Juxtaposing the two cases will shed new light
on his revolutionary privileging of “fable”and on the
appeal of the Historia Griseldis to other innovative late-
medieval writers such as Geoffrey Chaucer.



Amir Mazor

Amir Mazor studied
Arabic Language and
Literature and Islamic and
Middle Eastern Studies

at the Hebrew University,
which approved his
doctoral dissertation,
“The Mansuriyya in the
Mamluk Sultanate (1290-
1310): Political, Social,
and Cultural Aspects,’

in 2012. This year heis a
Gerda Henkel fellow at
the University of Munich.
His proposal for Scholion
focuses on the position of
the Jews in the Mamluk
Sultanate from 1250 to
1517.

The Position of the Jews
in the Mamluk Sultanate:
The Court Physicians

The Late Middle Ages marked a decline of the Jewish
communities in Muslim lands. This change is especially
noticeable in the prominent Islamic center of this
period, the Mamluk Sultanate in Egypt and Syria
(1250-1517). Jews and Christians were subjugated

to discriminatory laws by the Mamluk government,
and were exposed to increasing persecutions by the
people. It was mainly during the first Mamluk period
(1250-1382) that Jews and Christians were dismissed
from government offices and were under tremendous
pressure to convert to Islam. The zealous atmosphere
did not pass over the non-Muslim court physicians.
During the fourteenth century, the dismissal of
Jewish court physicians became frequent, and one
may discern an increasing opposition of orthodox
Muslims to the treatment of Muslim patients by
Jewish physicians. An accepted assumption among
scholars is, accordingly, that in the Mamluk period
Jews could not serve as court physicians unless they
converted to Islam. Against this assumption, the
lecture discusses new data regarding Jewish court
physicians in the first Mamluk period. These data
appear in contemporary Muslim-Arabic sources and
have not received any attention in modern studies.
Analysis of this biographical and historiographical
information regarding these doctors might challenge
the common assumption about the position of Jewish
court physicians during the Mamluk period.

Ruth Kara-lvanov
Kaniel

Ruth Kara-lvanov Kaniel
studied Jewish Thought
at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem and spent

a postdoctoral year at
New York University. Her
doctoral dissertation,
“Motherhood and
Seduction in the Myth

of David's Messianic
Dynasty, focused on the
study of myth, mysticism,
and gender. Currently
she is a Kreitman Fellow
at Ben-Gurion University
and a research fellow

at the Tel-Aviv Institute
for Contemporary
Psychoanalysis and at the

Shalom Hartman Institute.

Her proposal for Scholion
addresses notions of birth
and motherhood in the
Zohar and their impact
upon later kabbalistic
works, on the basis of
psychoanalytic and

gender-oriented readings.

On the Origin of Species
and the Birth of Eros: The
Myth of the Androgynos
and the Meaning of Birth
in the Zohar

The androgynos, a being that combines male and
female, is an ancient myth that— from Genesis to
Plato’s Symposium and down through early Christianity
and rabbinic midrash—had a deep impact upon
mankind’s notions of eros and sexuality. In Greek
mythology, the androgynos was punished by the

Gods and divided into two halves, seeking to reunite.
In contrast, rabbinic literature emphasizes the erotic
meeting and fertility that are inherent in the separation
of the sexes. | will address a fascinating stage in the
development of this legend in medieval Kabbalah
which spiritualized the androgynos, focusing on the
androgynous image of God.

In the Zohar, the androgynos is linked to begetting:
man is not only created in God's image, rather, he also
‘creates” and "begets” the divine. The Zohar surprisingly
uses the term ‘alma dedekhura (“the male world”) to
denote the upper mother (Bina) at the moment of
giving birth. I explore the Zohar's bold linking of birth
to male divinity while simultaneously attributing
femininity to male actions and personae. | argue that
these “inversions”reflect a polemic reaction to strict
notions of sex and gender, reinforcing the centrality of
birth and motherhood in the Kabbalah. Finally, I trace
these concepts as they develop in Lurianic Kabbalah
and point to possible parallels in psychoanalytic
thought, connections which may deepen our
understanding of eros and myth in the Kabbalah.



Karin Nisenbaum

Karin Nisenbaum studied
philosophy and literature at
the University of Chicago,
where one of her main

areas of interest was the
ethics of memory; then she
pursued graduate work

in philosophy and Jewish
studies, completing an MA

in Continental Philosophy

at University College Dublin
and a PhD in Philosophy

and Jewish Studies at the
University of Toronto. Her
doctoral dissertation focuses
on Franz Rosenzweig’s
inheritance and critique

of post-Kantian idealism,
showing the relationship
between religious belief and
a conception of oneself as a
free moral agent. Currently
she is a Visiting Scholar

and Lecturer at the Center
for Judaic Studies at the
University of Denver. She has
proposed two related projects
to Scholion: the first develops
a conception of selfhood, and
provides an account of moral
judgment informed by Kant,
Schelling, and Rosenzweig;
the second draws on German
Idealism, Phenomenology,
and Existentialism to

offer a response to
contemporary Anglophone
objections to Kant's

method of philosophical
argumentation—the
method of transcendental
argumentation.

Transcendental
Arguments for Theism in
Schelling and Rosenzweig

How can religious belief be justified after Kant's

critical revolution in philosophy? For example,

Moses Mendelssohn claimed in his Morning Hours
that Immanuel Kant's repudiation of all traditional
proofs of God's existence in the Critique of Pure

Reason "destroyed” traditional metaphysics, including
religion. This talk clarifies why it is significant that

in his magnum opus, the Star of Redemption, Franz
Rosenzweig calls the theological categories—Creation,
Revelation, and Redemption—categories. In the
Critique of Pure Reason, Kant argued that certain
categories or pure concepts of the understanding,
such as the concept of causality, are necessary
conditions of the possibility of experience. My claim is
that Rosenzweig’s employment of the term “category”
to designate these theological concepts shows that his
belief in a transcendent and revelatory God is justified
by what we may regard as a Kantian or transcendental
argument. For that reason, Rosenzweig’s theism is
consistent with the spirit and basic methods of Kant's
critical revolution in philosophy.

On Rosenzweig’s view, the theological categories—
Creation, Revelation, and Redemption—are conditions
of the possibility for understanding ourselves as beings
endowed with ethical value. As | explain in my talk,
two of Kant's successors, Jacobi and Schelling, argued
that a monistic metaphysics which identified God with
nature would be the most consistent philosophical
position, but would also lead to a form of nihilism.
What | am calling Rosenzweig’s transcendental
argument for theism is specifically designed to answer
Jacobi’s and Schelling's complaints.

Uri Ganani

Uri Ganani studied
history at Tel-Aviv
University. His 2013
doctoral dissertation,
"Heroines, Female Singers
and Spectators: Politics
and Aesthetics in the
Operatic World of Richard
Strauss and Hugo von
Hofmannsthal,’examines
German lyrical opera
through the aspects of
artistic discourse and
ideology, performance
and reception. Currently
he is a postdoctoral
fellow at the Rosenzweig
Minerva Research Center.
Previously he was a

Dan David postdoctoral
fellow at Tel-Aviv
University and a visiting
fellow at the Zentrum
Judische Studien Berlin-
Brandenburg. His research
proposal for Scholion
focuses on Innerlichkeit
(inwardness) as an
aesthetic and ideological
category in German-
Jewish Modernism.

The Myth of Autonomous
Voice in Post-Wagnerian
Opera: The Case of
Arabella, 1928-1933

This lecture deals with the early history of the opera
Arabella by the composer Richard Strauss and librettist
Hugo von Hofmannsthal (a Viennese Catholic of
Jewish extraction). | argue that the opera, whose
sentimental plot depicts the eponymous heroine's
efforts to find the right suitor, stresses the disobedient
nature of its female protagonist—an autonomous
figure who insists on choosing her own object of
desire in Vienna of the 1860s. As | will demonstrate,
Arabella signified for its authors a space of resistance
to the reign of Wagnerian music drama, which they
understood as a site of musical excess designed to
drown out the individual. Yet in spite of such promise,
the heroine's resistance to social norms simultaneously
contains her aspiration to free herself altogether from
the Polis in favor of matrimony to “the right one!
Thus, a heroine who had initially been conceived as
autonomous ends up yearning for a redeeming hero,
and ultimately reveals an uncanny resemblance to
Wagnerian myth of salvation. Therefore, | claim that,
through its failure, Arabella posits a coded text, which
represents a profound missed opportunity in the
context of modern German culture, as well as German-
Jewish dialogue, during the interwar period. Arabella
exemplifies how an individualistic and emancipatory
political consciousness collapses unintentionally into
a state of social atomization, and how, alongside the
fragmentation of community, the individual's voice is
reduced to a mere abstraction.
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