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Dear friends,

ver the past fourteen years Mandel Scholion has achieved

a record and a status that are both impressive and satisfying.
Mandel Scholion has an enviable place on the world map

of scholarship in the humanities and Jewish studies; it has
made a real contribution to the fostering of interdisciplinary
work both at the Hebrew University and elsewhere; and
specifically for its postdoctoral Mandel Fellows, it has proven
to be a highly successful station along the way, facilitating
the kind of work that makes for the fulfillment of dreams of
cademic careers. At this annual event, that will culminate in
the selection of the next Mandel Fellows, and that takes place
in the new Jack, Joseph, and Morton Mandel School for the
Advanced Study of the Humanities, we urge those who are
chosen to give the best they can to this very promising Center,
and to make the most of all the possibilities it offers.

Morton L. Mandel
Chairman
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation
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About the Center

Mandel Scholion

Linerelisenplinzry Rescarels Centen

i thie Hlomammties ancd Jewish Soudies

The Mandel Scholion Center was founded in 2002, on the initiative of the former
president of the Hebrew University, Prof. Menachem Magidor, and with the
generous support of the Mandel Foundation. Its original aim was to encourage
interdisciplinary research paths that will place Jewish studies at the heart of cultural
discourse in Israel and abroad and also secure the Hebrew University’s position

as the leading institution in the field; with the beginning of its second decade its
mandate was expanded to the full gamut of the humanities. Having now settled
into our new home, the second floor of the Mandel Building, we look forward to
creating, together with our partners in the Mandel School, a new kind of academic
community in the humanities—one that is multi-aged, interdisciplinary, lively and
vibrant, and which fosters productive and friendly discourse.

Academic Committee 2015/2016

Ex officio:

Prof. Menahem Ben-Sasson —
President of the Hebrew University
Prof. Asher Cohen — Rector of the
Hebrew University

Prof. Dror Wahrman - Dean of the
Faculty of Humanities

Prof. Israel Yuval - Academic head of
the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel
School for Advanced

Studies in the Humanities*

Prof. Oded Irshai — Academic head of
Mandel Institute of Jewish Studies

Prof. Daniel R. Schwartz — Academic
head of Mandel Scholion

Members of Hebrew University’s
Faculty of Humanities:

Prof. Anna Belfer-Cohen
(archaeology)

Prof. llana Pardes (general and
comparative literature)

Prof. Carl Posy (philosophy)
Prof. Edwin Seroussi (musicology)

Prof. Ofra Tirosh-Becker (Hebrew and
Jewish languages)

Prof. Yfaat Weiss (history and Jewish
history) *

Members from other institutions:

Prof. Peter N. Miller — Bard College,
New York*

Prof. Judith Olszowy-Schlanger -
Ecole pratique des hautes études,
Sorbonne

*Not participating in selection of Mandel Fellows this year




Yigal Bloch

Yigal Bloch completed a
B.A. degree in Computer
Science at the Technion
and an M.A. degree in
Jewish History (with
specialization in the
biblical period) at the
Hebrew University. His
doctoral dissertation,
dealing with the
chronology of ancient
Mesopotamia in the
13th—12th centuries
BCE, was approved by
the Hebrew University
in 2013. Since then he
has been carrying out
post-doctoral research
on Mesopotamian
history and society of the
Late Babylonian period
(6th-4th centuries BCE),
as a Fulbright Visiting
Scholar at UC Berkeley
in 2013/14 and as a Lady
Davis post-doctoral
fellow at the Hebrew
University in 2014/15. His
Mandel Scholion research
proposal focuses on the
historical development
and social status of the
susanu class, located
between personal
freedom and slavery,

in the Late Babylonian
period.

From Horse-Trainers
to Dependent Workers
— the Susanu Class in
Ancient Mesopotamia

In the present-day world, which has granted everyone
personal freedom (at least legally), the distinction
between freedom and slavery is often perceived

as dichotomous. However, in the ancient world,
freedom and slavery were just two opposing ends of
a gamut of personal statuses, with different classes of
dependent persons occupying the spectrum between
these two opposites. My lecture will deal with one
such dependent class in ancient Mesopotamia of

the Late Babylonian period (6th—4th centuries BCE):
the class designated by the Babylonian term susanu.
Apart from the general question of the distinction
between personal freedom and different statuses of
personal dependency, this class is interesting for two
reasons. First, the term susanu (Assyrian susanu) initially
designated the profession of horse-trainers, so the
process of its transformation into a designation of a
class of dependent workers raises a problem. Second,
several newly published Babylonian tablets from a
town called Al-Yahadu (Judahtown), dating ca. 510
BCE, mention susdnus of Judean origin connected

to the Achaemenid province of Transeuphratene

(the territory between the Euphrates and the
Mediterranean coast). This raises questions concerning
the origin and nature of the connection between
Judean Susanus and Transeuphratene. My lecture will
discuss these problems and point to the significance
of the susanu class for the understanding of the social
and economic history of the Near East in the Late
Babylonian period.

Wonhee Cho

Wonhee Choisan
historian of the Mongol
Empire (13th to 14th
centuries), interested in
comparative empires
studies, religion, and digital
humanities. He completed
his doctoral studies at Yale
University (2014) with his
dissertation titled “Beyond
Tolerance: The Mongols'
Religious Policies in Yuan
China and Il-Khanate Iran
(1200-1368)." Currently he
is a postdoctoral member
of the ERC project,
"Mobility, Empire, and
Cross-Cultural Contact

in Mongol Eurasia," at

the Hebrew University.
His research proposal for
Mandel Scholion focuses
on applying the tools of
digital humanities—GilS,
prosopographical analysis,
and social network
analysis— to examine the
social history of China's
non-Han dynasties, and
more specifically the
interaction of the Han-
Chinese majority with

the non-Han elites during
the Liao - Jin - Yuan rule

in tenth- to fourteenth-
century China.

When the Mongols Ruled
China: Jews, Christians,
and Manichaeans and the
Question of “Religious
Tolerance”

The current recurrence of religious conflicts

has increased scholarly interest in the historical
experiences of religious diversity. The Mongol rule of
China (the Yuan dynasty, 1260-1368) has often been
cited as an early example of religious tolerance”
Most research on religions under the Yuan Mongols,
however, has been limited to studies of a single
religion—usually Buddhism and Daoism—or only
emphasized the coexistence of various religions. In
this lecture, I examine and compare the experiences
of Jews, Christians and Manichaeans in China under
Mongol rule in order to arrive at a more nuanced
understanding of how “religious tolerance” worked.
The examination of stone inscriptions, visual artifacts,
and textual sources from the period uncovers how
the Mongols viewed the various religious groups

as well as how these religious groups sought to
present themselves to the new rulers. | argue that
the imperative of securing the empire and the ideal
of adhering to their founders'legacy, from Chinggis
Khan (r. 1206-1227) onward, provided the essential
context in which the question of “religious tolerance”
was shaped. It was under these terms that the empire
embraced and utilized religious diversity and the
religions maneuvered for recognition and support.
These findings enhance our understanding of how
the Mongols ruled a religiously-diverse empire, and
also provide insights into the operations of premodern
empires and their relationships with religions.




Ayelet Libson

Ayelet Libson studied
Jewish Thought at the
Hebrew University and
completed her doctorate
at New York University.
Sheis currently a Lady
Davis Postdoctoral Fellow
at the Hebrew University.
Her dissertation, “Radical
Subjectivity: Law and
Self-Knowledge in the
Babylonian Talmud,
examined the emergence
of an individual's
knowledge of both
physical and mental
states as a determining
legal consideration
among the rabbis

of late antiquity. Her
research proposal for
Mandel Scholion traces
the development of

a number of terms
denoting the inner
world in rabbinic
literature in order to
analyze transitions in the
notions of selfhood and
subjectivity to be found
throughout this corpus.

“The Heart Knows

its Own Bitterness”:
Expertise, Knowledge,
and Authority in
Talmudic Law

The tension between the authority of experts and the
concerns of the individual is fundamental to every
legal system. This conflict is most clearly manifest
when it comes to decisions concerning the human
body, raising the question of who has both the
knowledge and the power to determine the fate of the
individual person. When human life is endangered, this
problem becomes acute and tests the license of expert
decisors to adjudicate and control the body of another
person.

This lecture focuses on one Talmudic passage that
reveals the tensions between authority, knowledge,
and control of the body in the fraught context of
violating the fast of Yom Kippur. Rabbinic sources
preserve opposed and conflicting voices regarding
who is authorized to define a patient’s needs as dire
enough to supersede weighty legal prohibitions. | will
trace three models of rabbinic jurisprudence, revealing
a shift from a privileging of expert authority to the rise
of personal knowledge as a novel criterion granting
unexpected influence to the individual. This transition
suggests significant developments in the world of the
rabbinic sages with respect to such questions as the
value of human life and the ability of the individual to
impact the determination of law.

Avishai Bar-Asher

Avishai Bar-Asher studied
Philosophy and Jewish
Thought at the Hebrew
University. His studies
relate to different periods
in the history of Kabbalah.
His PhD dissertation was
dedicated to concepts
and imageries of Paradise
in 13th-century Kabbalah.
During his doctoral
studies he spent a year
as a visiting scholar at
New York University,

and currently he is a
postdoctoral fellow at
Princeton University,
where he is doing
research on medieval
and early modern
kabbalistic manuscripts.
His research proposal

for Mandel Scholion
focuses on anonymity,
pseudonymity, and the
creation of a canon

in medieval Jewish
esotericism.

Anonymity,
Pseudonymity,

and the Creation

of the Kabbalistic Canon

Anonymous texts attributed to ancient figures played

a significant role in the development of medieval
Jewish esotericism. Works of this type appeared in

the first generations of Kabbalah and some, in time,
were given canonical status. In the modern study of
Kabbalah this genre has been commonly classified as
pseudepigraphy. However, until now there has been
nothing more than the most general description of this
phenomenon.

In my lecture, | will discuss the anonymous writing of
the 13th-century kabbalist Moses de Ledn, who has
been considered as the redactor, or even author, of
certain parts of Sefer ha-Zohar. | will introduce unsigned
works, which | recently discovered in manuscripts and
was able to identify as having been written by him.
Based on a common terminological and conceptual
system, all these writings in fact comprise an entire
corpus composed at an early stage of de Ledn's literary
activity, one that revolves around the mysterious “Sefer
ha-Ne ‘lam.”In my discussion, | will also demonstrate
the methodology | developed for determining the
relationship between these texts and identifying their
common author.

Uncovering the common origin of all these writings
helps us better understand the way some modes of
anonymity functioned in the forming of kabbalistic
literature more generally. These findings reveal the
great value in redirecting the focus of inquiry from the
finished work to the process of creation itself, which in
turn may offer more insights into how the kabbalistic
canon came into being.




Michele Rapoport

Michele (Michal) Rapoport
earned her PhD degree in
Philosophy from Tel Aviv
University and holds an
M.Arch and professional
degree in Architecture
from Virginia Tech in the
USA. She was a graduate
fellow at the J. Edmond
Safra Center for Ethics

at Tel Aviv University

in 2013/14 and is an
adjunct fellow in 2015/16.
Michele was also a visiting
fellow at the J. Edmond
Safra Center for Ethics at
Harvard in 2014/15. Her
dissertation focused on
the “smart” automated
home as a techno-human-
spatial assemblage,

and her subsequent

work continues her
investigation into the
ontology and ethics of
intelligent technologies
and smart environments.
In her proposed research
for Mandel Scholion

she intends to address
the rewriting of care

in technologicized
environments and to
examine discriminatory
and exclusionary practices
as these are embodied in
intelligent technologies.

Is it Morally Wrong to
Use a Personal Service
Robot?

Robot ethics are engaged primarily in questions that
address social interactions and the ways in which the
design and programming of intelligent technologies
may reshape privacy, rights, relationships,
employment, and more. As deontological and
utilitarian approaches address social interactions,
their focus being on conduct and acts and the ways
by which these affect others, intelligent devices, as
objects and instruments lacking consciousness, have
been excluded from these ethical deliberations. (We
cannot, in other words, treat our inanimate intelligent
machines wrongly).

In this presentation | ask if it is nevertheless possible
to reframe an ethical query and focus instead on

the instigator of action, namely the user, the robot-
owner. | will present a work in progress, one born

of the sense that a new ethical landscape is taking
shape as new robotic technologies permeate a
growing number of facets of the human experience
and perform an increasing number of tasks, chores,
and repetitive actions in our stead. Arguing that labor
and abstention from it are of ethical consequence,

I will first introduce Hegel's dialectic of the lord and
the bondsman, and then discuss Arendt’s concurrent
denigration of labor and its celebration as the
lifeblood of life itself. Through the binary prism she
sets | will examine the science-fiction movie “Click”
and the moral implications it envisions for the user of
intelligent devices.

Rachel Wamsley

Rachel Wamsley

received her doctorate in
Comparative Literature at
the University of California,
Berkeley, where she
specialized in late medieval
and early modern Yiddish.
Her dissertation examined
early modern Yiddish
literature and its material
instantiations as alternative,
transgressive vehicles for
the transmission of the
Hebrew Bible and classical
rabbinic interpretation. She
is currently a postdoctoral
fellow at Harvard University
and Mellon fellow in
Critical Bibliography at

the University of Virginia.
She has proposed two
projects to Scholion: the
first expands on her work in
book history, exploring how
the intensive collaboration
of Jews, converts, and
Christians in the printing
houses of early modern
Europe came to decisively
shape the transmission

of biblical literature after
Gutenberg; the second is

a conceptual analysis of
archaism and anachronism
as two entangled modes
of literary imagining, which
formally and thematically
renegotiate historical
distance.

The Ironic Uses of

Convention: A Seventeenth-

Century Purim-Play and Its
Paratexts

With the advent of print, the production of Jewish

and non-Jewish books alike fell to a new class of
literary professionals, representing a range of diverse
(and often ambiguous) religious confessions: Jews,
Catholics, Reformed Christians, and Jewish converts.
Initially necessitated by the logistics of print itself, their
cooperation in textual transmission persisted well

into the modern era, and resulted in untold artifacts
crystallizing the unstable, ambivalent, and heterodox
social currents which produced them.

This lecture considers one such artifact: a manuscript
commissioned in 1697 by the Lutheran rector Johann
Christoph Wagenseil. The manuscript contains an
obscene Yiddish purim-shpil, copied by Wagenseil's
secretary, a recently baptized Jew. Though this is

a document hand-written precisely thanks to the
obstacles to printing it, for only one intended reader,
the copyist nevertheless decorates his title page

with all the trappings of a printed book: architectural
motifs, a dedication to Wagenseil himself, and a
detailed colophon. The copyist also maintains with
utter seriousness the rhetorical gestures of early
modern Jewish books. Yet as soon becomes strikingly
clear, all this dogged conventionality is merely

the satiric set-up for the copyist's own Christian
conversion story, told as an inside joke between
Wagenseil and himself. Taken together, these ironic
uses of convention cast a bright light on the nuance,
idiosyncrasy, and unpredictability of Jewish textual
transmission in the age of print.




Or Hasson

Or Hasson studied Spanish
and Latin American literature
and clinical psychology

at the Hebrew University;

his PhD dissertation was
dedicated to the early
modern Spanish concept of
locura ("‘madness”) and to the
dialogue between medical
and literary writing about
madness. In other published
studies he has addressed
the place of Jews, conversos,
and the Hebrew language in
sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century Spanish literature
and thought. As a doctoral
student he was a member of
a Mandel Scholion research
group, and for the past year
he has been a Fulbright and
Yad Hanadiv postdoctoral
fellow in the Department of
Romance Languages and
Literatures at Harvard. His
research proposal for Mandel
Scholion consists of three
projects: the first explores
the relation between

locura and ethnic and
religious otherness in early
modern Spanish folklore;
the second addresses the
place of the Arabic language
in seventeenth-century
Spanish lexicography; and
the third will be dedicated
to literary and cultural
encounters in medieval
Iberia.

Between Stories and Case-
Histories: Writing about
Madness and ingenio In
Early Modern Spain

The relation between madness and ingenio—a term
which, in early modern Spanish, referred to the sum

of individual intellectual, interpersonal, and creative
abilities—was the subject of considerable debate among
medical authors in early modern Spain, as well as the
object of literary representations, the most famous of
which are the protagonists of Cervantes' Don Quijote and
El licenciado Vidriera. While much research was devoted
in the past century to the relation between medical
writing on madness and literary representations thereof,
most of those studies focused upon the influence of the
medical realm on literary fiction, and usually attempted
to read literary texts through the lens of contemporary
medical theories and clinical categories.

This lecture offers a different approach to the medical-
literary dialogue, proposing a reading of a medical text
that emphasizes its narrative, rhetorical, and literary
aspects. The lecture focuses on the Examen de ingenios,
a treatise written by the sixteenth-century physician
Huarte de San Juan, whose writing about ingenio and its
relation to madness was the subject of one of the major
polemics of his generation, echoed not only in medical
writing, but also in contemporary literature.

| will propose a reading of some of Huarte's clinical
case-histories both in the theoretical context in which
they are brought, and in light of medical and lay readers’
responses to Huarte’s writing. In my reading, | will
address the complexity of medical discourse of madness
in early modern Spain, the gaps between clinical theory
and narrative representations, and the potential of
literary approaches to medical texts for understanding
the category of madness in its cultural context.

Giddon Ticotsky

Giddon Ticotsky
completed his
undergraduate studies
in Tel Aviv University’s
Departments of Hebrew
Literature and French
Literature, and graduated
from the Hebrew
University's Department
of Hebrew Literature. His
doctoral dissertation,
conducted at Tel Aviv
University, studies the
work of the Israeli poet
Dahlia Ravikovitch.
Ticotsky was a
postdoctoral fellow at
the Franz Rosenzweig
Minerva Research
Center at the Hebrew
University and at
Stanford University's
Taube Center for Jewish
Studies. Currently he

is a visiting lecturer in
Stanford's Department of
Comparative Literature.
In his proposed research
for Mandel Scholion, he
intends to explore the
representations of the Far
East in modern Hebrew
literature, arguing that
they play a prominent
role in its self-fashioning
as a Western literature.

The Representation of
the Far East in Modern
Hebrew Literature and Its
German Sources

The ancient cultures of the Far East, especially those of
China and Japan, fascinated intellectuals and artists in
the West at the fin de siécle. The reorientation towards
the East in the 19th and 20th centuries was inspired
by the supposition that the East is charged with primal
forces essential to the revival of the “Declined West”
This was also the background for the popularity of
fauvism and primitivism in the fine arts, as well as

for literary translation projects from the Near and

Far East into major European languages, such as the
translations by the German poet Hans Bethge, which
played a central part in inspiring Gustav Mahler's “Das
Lied von der Erde!

Much has been written about this orientalism and
exoticism in modern Western literature, but it seems
that virtually no attention has been devoted to

the unique aspects of the very same phenomena

in modern Hebrew literature. As a literature that
considers itself part and parcel of European literature,
and whose major writers, at least initially, were
European, modern Hebrew literature—especially
during the interwar period—provides fascinating
instances of orientalism, which are not related to the
Middle East. In my talk | will cast light on the German
sources of this exoticism in modern Hebrew literature
and will argue that this inter-cultural mediation was
crucial for its self-fashioning.
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